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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL.  
Surely, 2022 will see a happier New 
Year than the last two years. Thanks to 
Board, Management , Proshop, 
volunteers, Land Managers, members 
and community contributors in 2021 
too many to list. (Ed.). 

WELCOME WILL OCKENDEN 
Many of us have already met Will, our 
new Course Superintendent.  While 
our regular volunteers know much 
about him, Will has kindly agreed to 
answer a few quick questions. 

What and where was your last 
position? 

I was the Senior Greenkeeper for 15 
months at Concord Golf Club. 

Could you give us a summary of your 
previous roles? 

I was the Course Superintendent at 
Calderwood Golf Club for eight years. 
I have also worked as Assistant 
Supervisor at: 

• Kiama GC 

• The Ridge GC (Menai) 
• H i g h l a n d s G C 

(Mittagong) 
• S h e l l h a r b o u r G C 

(Original) 

How have you found Goulburn 
in general and Goulburn Golf 
Club in particular? 

“Hot and wet”! 
The members have been most 
welcoming and accommodating. 

What do you like about the 
course? What would you like to 
see change? 

I like the planned changes to 
bunkers etc. I’m also looking 
forward to the installation of an 
automated irrigation system 
especially the first stage – 
greens. 
I particularly like the feel of the 
Goulburn Golf Club Course. 
The members clearly see it as 
their community’s course. Keen 
to help.  

Anything you would like to add? 

Yes. I had a good initiation – 
flood, heat, irrigation breaks and 
lovely people. 

Thanks, Will. We look forward 
to a long and happy association 
and trust you will enjoy your 
role at Goulburn Golf Club. 

Ed.  
  



FROM THE MANAGER 

Despite Covid variants (several) and 
floods (many) we have survived 
another year. 
I want to sincerely thank everybody 
within the Club and associated with 
the Club for so generously working 
towards the good of the Club. I know 
it is very draining when we think 
we’ve overcome one big problem and 
then another one pops up. Your 
optimism is inspiring. 
Most of all, I want to say thank you to 
the staff. Throughout the year, you 
have worked in areas that you 
wouldn’t think you would have to. But 
you have done so and done it with 
good humour. 
My best wishes to everybody for a 
happy, healthy and prosperous 2022. 

Carol  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Hello to all members and welcome to 
2022.   

In the December edition of the 
FORE, I was lamenting the very wet 
weather and then came the deluge on 
9 and 10 December. Floodwaters 
impacted the course and clubhouse, 
approximately 80 cm into the bottom 
of the club. Again, I must pass on a 
very sincere thanks to all the 
members, staff who helped in 
cleaning up after the flood, and to 
Will and his team for the willingness 
and efforts to get the course playable 

and back to its best. The Club 
and Bistro were back to full 
t rading by the following 
Tuesday and the Christmas 
Gala Event was held on 
Saturday 18 December, on the 
full course. On Sunday 19, we 
were able to successfully host 
the ACT Monaro Men’s District 
Championships. 

The Annual General Meeting 
w a s h e l d o n Tu e s d a y 7 
December and thank you to all 
m e m b e r s w h o w e r e i n 
attendance at this important 
gathering. 

Even though the flooding 
caused severe disruptions to our 
business, we were able to clean 
out the old laundry and, in the 
process, recovered many of the 
club’s old honour boards. The 
honour boards reflect the 
history of the club and the 
achievements of players, past 
and present. The Board and 
management are looking into 
how this his tory can be 
displayed in such a way that 
members can still take pride in 
their achievements but also how 
to match the decor of the venue. 
The old honour boards are 
inconsistent in shape and size, 
qua l i t y o f l e t t e r i ng and 
condition, and provide no 
consistency in the presentation 
of the Club’s history. 



 

Our Club is very lucky to have many 
members who offer lots of their time 
doing jobs around the Club and 
course, more often quietly in the 
background. This work helps the 
Club keep functioning and we are 
reliant on our volunteer groups such 
as the Board members plus Captain 
and Vice-Captain, the committees of 
Match, Greens, Ladies, Finance, 
Social and  Grants, and the course   
give consideration to helping out 
whether it be serving on a sub-
committee or just occasionally doing 
odd jobs around the clubhouse and 
course. 

 

 

 

  



 

Recent work on the 10th fairway 

 

Ditto 

 

View from Rocky Hill (Thanks Will) 

Barry Christoff 

L A D I E S C A P T A I N ’ S 
REPORT  

Happy New Year to everyone. 
Hoping we can have an 
uninterrupted golfing year in 
2022. 

Our start date is 2 February. 

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone back playing golf in 
2022. 

Sue-Ellen Langbein 

Ladies Captain 

GROOVE GOSS 

GORDON HOPE DAY 

SUNDAY, 30 JANUARY 2022 
Shotgun start 9.00am (all 
players need to be at the club 
and ready to go to their tees at 
8.45am) Charity Event: All 
p r o c e e d s d o n a t e d t o t h e 
Melanoma Research foundation. 
Prizes: Prizes will be awarded to 
the top teams, with the winning 
team also getting their names 
etched into history on the 
famous “Bottle Trophy” ENTRY 
FEE: $25.00 per player for 
members of Goulburn Golf Club 
$35.00 per player for non-
members (Payment to be made 
on the day) EVENT: Four 
person Ambrose NON-AGU 
Handicap players welcome: non-



AGU handicap players will have a 
handicap allocated to them. Entry: To 
enter, contact the Goulburn Golf Club 
Pro Shop Ph: (02) 4821 2454. 

THE RANGE 

 Weather permitting, the range will be 
open again in the New Year. We’ll 
keep you posted. 

A BIG THANK YOU 

What can we say? Your continued 
support after the most recent flood 
events have been so important for the 
Club, golf at Goulburn Golf Club and 
us at the proshop. Thanks. 

Andrew Grove 

THE BISTRO 

We’re back in business! And, fingers 
crossed, we’ll stay in business this 
time. Keep in touch, check the 
website and feel free to call us at the 
Club (48212454). 

Thanks for your support during 2021. 

Happy New Year and look forward to 
seeing you all in 2022. 

Karen 

CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

TOP GUN 

As has been the case with so 
many of our events this year, 
Top Gun has been affected by 
Covid, flood and other issues.  

However, we managed to 
complete this important event 
and I’m pleased to report the 
results: 

 

Rob Croker 1st , Mel issa 
Callanan 2nd, Scott Nolan 3rd. 

Congratulations to Rob Croker. 
Thanks to all who participated 
this year and let’s hope 2022 
gives us a less interrupted Top 
Gun Event. 

Happy New Year to all. 

Scott Nolan  

Captain 



LUKE HUMPHRIES 

  

As I embark on my next chapter of 
my life, I would just like to take the 
opportunity to thank all the members 
of Goulburn Golf Club, not only for 
the past 3 years of my traineeship but 
from the very first day I joined the 
club as a nine year old. Through all 
my experiences of playing and 
working within the game I have 
always had the support of the club 
and its members and I can’t thank 
you all enough. 
 
I took on the traineeship (3 Years) at 
the start of 2019 after stepping away 
from playing full-time and labouring 
for Dad (Rod Humphries) for 18 
months. I soon found out that being a 
brickie’s labourer in the cold frosty 
mornings or the stinking hot of 
Goulburn wasn’t really what I was 
looking for but certainly had a new 
found appreciation for the hard work 
that Dad and Mum have put in to 

allow me the opportunities I 
have been given over the years. 
Taking on the traineeship I had 
all intentions on going back out 
playing full time, but knowing I 
had something to fall back on 
might have been what I needed 
to get myself into a different 
frame of mind while playing. 
As I progressed into my second 
year, Andrew allowed me the 
opportunity to start teaching 
and, with the trust of members 
and other golfers in the area 
wanting to improve, I started to 
develop a love for coaching. I 
enjoy watching players improve 
and hope I have passed on to 
them as much of my knowledge 
as I was able to. 

  
Now, as the year draws to end 
and I have officially completed 
my traineeship and become a 
full vocational member of the 
PGA, I have been presented 
with an opportunity to move to 
Marsden QLD (20 minutes 
South of Brisbane) and coach 
full time out of a driving range 
that is owned by Jon and 
Crystal O’Sullivan, who a lot of 
you would be very familiar 
with as they had the pro shop 
before Andrew. I see this a great 
stepping-stone for the career 
that I now want to pursue and I 
a m l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o 



developing my coaching skills up 
there. 
 
Lastly, I would just like to thank 
Andrew and Bec for the trust and 
knowledge that they have passed on 
to me over the last three and half 
years of working under them. The 
club should be very proud to have a 
head professional like Andrew who 
has had many challenges with floods 
in the recent times but is always 
looking for new ways to try and 
develop his business for the better 
and get as many people into the game 
and club as possible. 
 
I will be back, no doubt, and look 
forward to seeing all the changes to 
the course that are currently in the 
works completed next time I am 
back. 
If anyone is ever up in Brisbane, do 
not hesitate to get in contact and 
catch up. 
 
Thanks again 

 
Luke 
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