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Thanks Steve Polosak 

TACTICS TO REDUCE SLOW PLAY 

As promised last month, we are presenting 
the second of three groups of tactics to 
reduce slow play: 

1. Don’t wait for dawdlers. They will 

start playing faster as a result. 

2. First golfer on a par three gets the 

distance and announces it for 

everyone. 

3. First to hit at a par three stands ready 

to fill divot holes. 

4. Glean as much knowledge as you can 

about your next shot while 

approaching it. 

5. Approximate yardages instead of 

walking them off. 

6. Waiting? Take as many practice 

swings as you like. Your turn? You 

get one. 

7. Always be moving forward. If you 

have to double back for a bag, club or 

cart you are losing time. 



8. Hit your ball first, then help others 

search. They will typically find the 

ball without you help. 

9. Always have a spare ball handy. 

More next month. 

And here is the second instalment of 
the Quiz 
 
Q6: There is no line of play relief from 
casual water on a putting green for a 
player whose ball lies just off the putting 
green. True or False? 
 
Q7: A player’s ball lies in soft, mushy 
earth where there is no surface water 
visible until after they have taken their 
stance in it. They may take relief, 
because it is in casual water. True or 
False? 
 
Q8: Which of the following statements is 
correct when a player’s ball lies in casual 
water at the back of a bunker and they 
choose to take relief by dropping a ball? 
a) There is no relief available that does 
not incur a penalty. b) They must drop in 
the bunker not nearer the hole. c) They 
may drop anywhere outside of the 
bunker not nearer the hole for a penalty 
of one stroke. d) They may drop outside 
the bunker keeping the point where the 
ball lay directly between the hole and the 
spot on which the ball is dropped for a 
penalty of one stroke. 
 

 
 
 
Q9: A player does not have to mark 
where their ball lies before taking relief 
from casual water. True or False? 
 
No cheating: Answers overleaf. 

LADIES’ NEWS 
Our annual 3 person Stabrose event 
sponsored by First National Real Estate was 
played on the 7th September, with 32 teams 
competing (96 players). Lunch was pre 
ordered and was well received by all. 
Morning tea was also was provided by the 
lady members.  Nivo Golf Fashion was 
paraded by our super models Kelly, Dawn, 
Virginia, Alison and Chris. Barry McEntee 
presented prizes to all the winners: 
Braidwood 61 points, Queanbeyan 58 points 
and Goulburn Team (Jeanie Dooley, 
Annette Smith and Margi Webb) 58. Thank 
you to all the committee for their work on 
making this another excellent day for the 
club with our raffle also making $483.00. 

Captain V President Day was held on 
September 14th with 42 ladies playing. 
President Annie Gilmore’s team won the 
day with 5 ! games to 4 !. Well done 
ladies. 

Breast Cancer Day sponsored by First 
National Real Estate and Helen Peterson 
will be held on Wednesday the 5th October. 
We have a field of 62 ladies - should be 
another successful event for the charity. 

Bowral v Goulburn match is on again this 
Tuesday 4th October with 12 ladies going to 
Bowral, hopefully to bring the silverware 
home again. 

Women’s Championships are commencing 
on the 10th October. Please get your names 
down. The nomination sheet is on the Notice 
Board. 

Good golfing  

Debbie Collins  

Ladies Captain 

 



 

Ladies’ Calendar October 2016  

DAY DATE EVENT 
SAT 1 Oct Stroke  
SUN 2 Oct Gold Cup 9.30am 
WED 5 Oct Stableford – Breast 

Cancer Day 
SAT 8 Oct Stableford 
MON 10 Oct Ladies’ Champs  
WED 12 Oct Ladies’ Champs 
SAT 15 Oct Stroke  
MON 17 Oct Ladies’ Champs 
WED 19 Oct Ladies’ Champs 
SAT 22 Oct Stroke 
WED 26 Oct Stableford – Shorts v 

Talls 
 
!
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DAY  DATE  EVENT  

SAT 1 Oct Monthly Medal 

MON 
Labour 
Day  

3 Oct Pro Comp 

THU  6 Oct  Single Stableford 

SAT 8 Oct Single Stableford 

THU  13 Oct  Single Stableford 

SAT 15 Oct Championships – Rnd 1 

SUN  16 Oct  Championships – Rnd 2 

THU 20 Oct Single Stableford 

SAT 22 Oct Championships – Rnd 3 

SUN 23 Oct Championships – Rnd 4 

THU 27 Oct Single Stableford 

SAT 29 Oct NSW Country 
Championships 

SUN 30 Oct NSW Country 
Championships 
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 NAMES SCORE 

MEDAL 
WINNER 

Steve Ridley 
(20) 

69 nett  

A GRADE 
NETT 

Ray Miller(6) 71 nett 

B GRADE 
NETT 

Steve Ridley 
(20) 

69 nett 

C GRADE 
NETT 

Col Wotton (21) 71 nett 

A GRADE 
SCRATCH 

Barry Christoff 
(2) 

75 

B GRADE 
SCRATCH 

Paul Murphy 
(17) 

89 

C GRADE 
SCRATCH 

Mark Griffin 
(24) 

96 

  

Answers to the quiz: 

A6: True. Decision 25-1a/2. Line of play relief 
from casual water is only available if the 
player’s ball lies on the putting green.  

A7: True. Definition of Casual Water and 
Decision 25/1. The surface water was visible 
after the player took their stance. 

 
A8: d) They may drop outside the bunker 
keeping the point where the ball lay directly 
between the hole and the spot on which the 
ball is dropped for a penalty of one stroke. 
Rule 25-1b(ii)(b). 

A9: Answer: True. Rule 25-1b. A ball only has 
to be marked before lifting when it is must be 
replaced.  
  
Rules of Golf, Decision 25/16 
Rut Made by Tractor 
Q.Is a rut made by a tractor considered 
a hole made by a greenkeeper and thus 



ground under repair? If not, should the 
Committee declare such a rut to be ground 
under repair? 
A. Such a rut is not a hole made by a 
greenkeeper, and relief is not available 
under Rule 25 Abnormal Ground 
Conditions.  The Committee would 
be justified in declaring a deep rut to be 
ground under repair, but not a 
shallow indentation made by greenkeeping 
equipment. 
Wheel tracks made by buggies do not entitle 
the player automatic relief 
under the Rules of Golf, so take care when 
using same in adverse, (wet), 
conditions. 
 

What a Golfer May Move Without Penalty 

  

 

 
Player’s Ball in Play is Stationary: 
 
•    Artificial objects that can easily be moved are 
movable obstructions, which may be moved from 
anywhere on the course, or out of bounds, Rule 
24-1. Examples are course signage, distance 
markers, water hazard stakes, cans, abandoned 
balls and other rubbish. 
•    Natural objects that are not fixed or growing, 
solidly embedded, or adhering to the ball are 
loose impediments, which may be moved from 
anywhere on the course, except when both the 
loose impediment and the ball lie in or touch the 
same hazard. Rule 23-1. Examples are grass 
clippings, leaves and pine cones. 
•    A player is not penalised for moving, bending 

or even breaking anything growing or fixed, 
providing this happens while they are fairly 
taking their stance, which means using the least 
intrusive course of action that is reasonably 
necessary for the selected stroke, Decision 13-
2/1. 
•    A player is entitled to move a natural object 
for the specific purpose of determining whether 
the object is loose; if it is not it must be returned 
to its original position before making the next 
stroke, Decision 13-2/26. 
•    If a player considers that another ball might 
interfere with their play, they may have it lifted, 
Rule 22-2. 
•    Sand and loose soil may be moved from the 
putting green, but not from anywhere else, 
Definition of Loose Impediments. 
 
Player’s Ball is in Motion after a Stroke; 
 
•    When a ball is in motion after a stroke, no 
player may move any movable obstruction that 
might influence the movement of the ball, except 
the equipment of any player and the flagstick 
that has been removed from the hole, Rule 24-1. 
Examples of player’s equipment are their clubs, 
clothing and golf bag.   
•    When a ball is in motion after a stroke, no 
player may move any loose impediment that 
might influence the movement of the ball, Rule 
23-1. Examples are divots, a detached branch 
and insect-like creatures, Definition 23-5/5. 
•    Obviously, a player must not purposely stop 
any ball that is in motion, Rule 1-2. 
!

When Is a Bunker Not a Bunker?! 



 

I expect most of us think that we know a 
bunker when we see one, especially after the 
Dustin Johnson ‘bunker-gate’ at Whistling 
Straights in 2010, Well, it may not be quite 
as simple as you think. Let me start by 
referencing the Definition of Bunker: 
 
A "bunker" is a hazard consisting of a 
prepared area of ground, often a hollow, 
from which turf or soil has been removed 
and replaced with sand or the like. 
 
Grass-covered ground bordering or within a 
bunker, including a stacked turf face 
(whether grass-covered or earthen), is not 
part of the bunker. A wall or lip of the 
bunker not covered with grass is part of the 
bunker. The margin of a bunker extends 
vertically downwards, but not upwards. 
 
A ball is in a bunker when it lies in or any 
part of it touches the bunker. 
 
There are several points to note here: 
 
•    The ball in the photo above is not in the 
bunker, because it lies on grass covered 

ground within the bunker. 
•    A stacked turf bunker face (also known 
as a revetted bunker face) is not part of the 
bunker. 
•    A natural, earth wall of a bunker is part 
of the bunker, even though there may be no 
sand left on it. 
•    An artificial wall of a bunker (e.g. lined 
with wooden sleepers) is an immovable 
obstruction, unless a Local Rule makes the 
construction integral to the course. 
•    A ball that enters an abnormal ground 
condition (e.g. a hole made by a burrowing 
animal) in a bunker, rolls underneath and 
past the margin of the bunker, is not in the 
bunker, because it is outside the margin, 
which extends downwards. 
•    A ball that partly touches grass that is 
outside the bunker and sand that is inside the 
bunker is in the bunker. 
 
Some Decisions on bunkers reveal further 
points: 
•    Sand that has spilled over the margin of 
the bunker is not part of the bunker, 
Decision 13/1. 
•    A ball lies that lies on the edge of the 
bunker, overhanging the lip but not touching 
the sand, is not in the bunker, because the 
margin does not extend vertically upwards. 
•    A ball that is completely embedded in 
the vertical lip of a bunker that is not grass-
covered is in the bunker, so there is no relief 
for an embedded ball, Decision 13/4. 
•    A ball that is lying on any type of 
obstruction in a bunker (e.g. a rake, or 
exposed plastic lining) is in the bunker, 
Decision 13/5. 
 
Finally, many modern golf courses have 
unmaintained, natural areas that are 
incorrectly referred to as ‘waste bunkers’, 
whereas they should properly be referred to 
as waste areas, because they are not bunkers 



within the Definition (as above). These 
waste areas typically have a sand, gravel or 
crushed shell surface area. They are 
sometimes designed by modern-day course 
architects as another difficult condition for 
golfers to negotiate, or more often, to reduce 
maintenance costs. In the Rules of Golf 
these waste areas are simply ‘through the 
green’. 
 

WINTER ECLECTIC RESULTS 

Jake Mitchell – 48.5 

Charlie Mc Donald – 51 

Greg Croker – 52 

Well done! 
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