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Presidents Column

The Next Two Years

The next two years in our Club’s life will be vital for the survival of the Club.  They may well be make or break years.

The Club Industry is doing it tough and in particular small clubs are finding it harder and harder to survive.

Add to this general climate, the drought affecting our area and the state of our economy (generally not just in Goulburn) Australia wide.  The financial pressures on families are enormous and therefore the spending dollar available for the people for recreation and leisure and in particular gambling (a form of leisure for many) is severely reduced.

We all need to be very mindful of this and to do everything we can to support our Club in every way possible.

Cheryl and the new caterers have settled in well and are doing a great job and supporting them and promoting our Club as a place for a function or a place to go for dinner or lunch is one way that you can  support the Club.

We need to re-establish our position in the community.  That is different to the two other major clubs.  A quieter family place that people can come to have a good quality and cheap meal from our bistro.  

It is also a good place to have a private function, a family celebration or even a wake.

The financial pressures will bring about some reductions in the services that we are able to provide to members and the facilities that we are able to provide to our staff.  Please therefore be mindful that our staff are working with the best interests of our Club at heart but on reduced budgets or tight budgets.

This has particular relevance for our course and our Course Superintendent.  I draw your attention particularly to the comments of our Acting Club Captain Bill Hughes later.
It is our course, a course that we need to protect for ourselves and we need to do everything we can to help our Course Superintendent and his staff to maintain the course in as best condition as possible.

There will be no further growth during the winter period and we simply cannot allow members to continue to play golf without buckets. Everyone must repair the divots they create.  We must develop a culture that means we all carry buckets and repair & fill every divot we see.

Please be sure that you and every member in your group keeps this in mind when playing so that we constantly repair the damage we do.

Elections – WE NEED YOU!

This year is an election year.  Nominations for all positions on the Board will be open in early July and will close on 28 July 2008.

If you are considering becoming a Director then there will be an information night held at the Club at 7.00pm on Monday, 23 June 2008. 

The voting will be carried out between 25 August 2008 and Saturday, 13 September 2008 with the Annual General Meeting and a Special General Meeting to be held on Monday, 15 September 2008.

Some of the existing Board members are retiring.  The Board has been short one member all of this year and that has not helped because it has made the load heavier for those who have been on the Board.

We really need a full compliment and in particular we have missed the input of woman or women on our Board.  As I see it the qualities required for a Board Member are simply an open mind (not a single issue person) and a wide range of experience in all different fields.

It is the difference between the people on the Board that gives it strength because of the combined wisdom of the group.

For the reasons I expressed above the next two years are going to be critical years in the life of our Club.  Add to this the matter that I will mention below regarding the Railway Bowling Club and you can see that this will be potentially an extremely exciting time.

If you are thinking of coming on the Board then you will be welcome.  Don’t hesitate to speak to me or any existing Board Member about any concerns you might have.

If you are not thinking of coming on the Board then do so!!!!   You will be welcome.  Give it serious consideration and to speak to me or any existing Board Member.

Railway Bowling Club

As we know the Railway Bowling Club has been in financial difficulty for some time.  As a consequence its affairs are in the hands of an Administrator. Hopefully the Railway will trade out of its present position and be released back into the hands of its own Board.  Your Board has received representations from our long time Club Member Terry Horan who has proposed to the Club the possibility of considering some form of amalgamation with the Railway. 

This is only a suggestion and has not yet been approved by either our Board or the Railway Board.

Indeed the suggestion is only in its embryo stages and our Board has considered the matter and believes that it is a good idea and a matter to investigate thoroughly.  I have approached the President of the Board of the Railway Bowling Club and we are hoping that a small group of their Board and our Board will get together to see whether or not there is any possibility of this occurring.

The basic theme behind the idea would be that one Club being run for multi-sports such as golf and bowls (and perhaps even the construction of tennis courts) would have a greater chance of surviving in the future rather than two single purpose clubs.  There would be economies of scale for both clubs which might enable the clubs to ultimately survive, trade well and to provide the sports that we all love.

An exciting prospect and I can only suggest that you watch this space to see how things develop. 
Promotions Committee

Again because of the critical nature of our industry and the finances of our Club we need the Promotions Committee to be reformed with a small band of people who are prepared to assist our Club staff in promoting the Club. Not just ideas but action. 

If you can give your time to promoting the Club then we need you.  Please contact John Hopkins or myself in this regard.

Morris Owen

President

From the Acting Club Captain

Preferred Lies

The match committee,  in consultation with others, including the Course Superintendent, have taken preferred lies off for a number of reasons.

The main reason is the preservation of the course.  With no new growth on the course, due to the drought and the time of year, we had to look at being able to maintain the good areas we currently have.

Preferred lies have players taking their ball off damaged areas and placing them on a nearby good piece of grass and subsequently damaging that piece of grass.

If this keeps up we will slowly erode the good areas of grass that we still have.

Not all players know how to correctly repair or even try to repair divots and this is damaging the good areas.

We know it is hard but it for the long term good of the course & to preserve our asset. 

Course Etiquette 

We would all agree that there are some players who have no consideration for others.

These are the same people who don't repair divots, pitch marks or rake bunkers.

They are usually the ones to complain the loudest about the conditions but do nothing to help. 

We have three green staff who are tasked to look after 19 greens, over 50,000 square metres of fairway, around 30 bunkers, 28 tees, rough etc.  Any assistance we can give them by repairing divots, pitch marks and even picking up the odd bit of litter and placing it in the bin, which is usually only a few metres away, would be greatly appreciated. 

We all need to have and take pride in the course and do what we can to preserve what we have.

After all these are the rules and the etiquette of the game which we play!
Bill Hughes

Acting Club Captain

News From The Ladies Captain

The foursomes championships were held on 22nd & 23rd April with Ann Ridley and Karen Marshall winning the championship for 2008 with rounds of 81 and 88.  The sister combination of Shirley Weir and Betty Ferguson winning division two with 97 and 102.  Congratulations to them all.

The Hoddle cup was played for on 3rd and 10th May.  The winner was Ann Ridley with rounds of 82 and 83 from Veronica Williams with 86 and 81.  Congratulations Ann.

The Pennant season has finished and although our teams were unsuccessful I would like to thank all those ladies who made themselves available each week to represent the club.  The semi-final of the Bronze Shield will be held at Goulburn on Friday 23 May.

On Saturday 26 April a Canadian Foursomes was played for the Sheila Burrows Trophy.  The winners were Karen Marshall and Barbara Creighton with 63 7/8 nett the runners-up being Chris Hobbs and Alison Croker with 71 1/8 nett.  Thank you to Sheila for her generous  donation.

Congratulations to Barbara Creighton for her hole-in-one on the 8th.

Don't forget Red Cross Day on 28 May - there will be a prize for the best dressed so come dressed in your red.

Our Invitation Day is on 4th June with a 2-person Ambrose.  Don't be shy to ask a friend from another club.
Margaret Webb
Ladies Captain
Request from the Handicapper

We are having a little trouble with members not putting their membership numbers on the new cards.
Members are confused by the reference to a Golf Link Number.  They are not putting the membership number in here and cannot see any other place for the Club Membership Number.

Members are asked to put their Membership Number in the Golf Link box. 

Mick Kerin

Handicapper

Articles For FORE

If you have something to put in FORE let me,  or the Office know.  Send it by email to mnomao@wirefree.net.au ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME but subject to Editorial scrutiny.
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