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Australia Day Fund-Raiser.
Firstly, an update of the Australia Day GGC Flood-damage Fundraising Day.                 The February FORE edition was virtually rolling off the presses when the day got under way, hence the non-reporting of the day in that edition. 
 Around 137 members and social players hit off in what was to become a stifling and humid summer’s day.          It was certainly a day to be reminded of the need for adequate hydration, and one imagines bottled water sales would have been astronomical! The day’s results were added to the Results section of the web-site on Jan 27th, and have since appeared via local media, courtesy of Perry Webb, GGC’s “media liaison officer”, back on deck in late January after an excursion to The Canberra Hospital in mid-January.     The day was a resounding success, marked particularly by the generosity of the club’s members, firstly in just turning out for the event, and secondly for their enthusiastic contributions.               
A large number of corporate sponsors also contributed to the fundraising success of the day.  Singling out particular people for their efforts on the day usually only serves to omit others, but with luck, most will be recognized here.  Directors Mal Hughes and James Groves, in less than 48 hours, were able to conjure up many of the novelty awards provided on the day, and their enthusiasm for the tasks is to be commended.  
[image: ]
Part of the large crowd enjoying the “post-match” and presentation on Oz Day.
Bob Kirk attended the Barbie all day, forsaking a game, and did a great job of that.  Thanks a lot for that, Bob.                   
Barry McEntee tried very hard to get business associates to match his obvious largesse!  Thanks Barry!
Competition Directors Bill Hughes and Greg Croker, along with Roger Fidler deserve to be recognised for their efforts in actually running the event, as well as the post-match deliberations, card-checking and of course the awards ceremony.  Those who took part can be well-pleased, as over $3000 was raised on the day, shared evenly between the club, and the Pro-Shop. 
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
The Board of Directors invite all members to a Special General Meeting, to be held on Monday, March 21st, at 7:00pm, in the club.                           At that meeting, an update giving the club’s position will be given for the information of all members - we will be seeking constructive suggestions  and direction in to the future.                     
Please add the date and time  to
your diary ASAP.
Diseases in our Greens.
David Potter (“Pottsy”) and his staff have been working tirelessly since the flooding event last December to control green(s) problems which are obvious to all our golfing members.
David advises that the diseases are:-
· Curvularia blight
· Pythium
· Brown patch - and there has also been an attack of nematodes (“elongated, parasitic smooth worms” - Macquarie), which are not visible to the naked eye.
They are all being treated by the staff on a regular basis with the appropriate recommended treatments after soil samples have been taken and  testing has been carried out. (This process is expensive, but necessary).
The testing and the treatment commenced as soon as David and the course staff were able to get back on to the Greens following the flooding.
David Potter has prepared and presented greens (and fairways) to GGC Members and visitors to the club which have been the envy of many other Golf Clubs for many years, and it is unfortunate that some members are critical of the course or green(s). The problems are being addressed as they occur.  It is hoped that this information will clarify the situation for golfing members. 
Somewhat paradoxically, it is worth noting that there has not been a par, or over-par winning score since the flooding.
It is unfortunate that some members are now being critical both of David, his staff and/or the course and greens.  
David and his staff deserve far more credit and respect for the work they do.
Volunteer Course-Waterers
“Pottsy” is still looking for volunteer waterers.      If you are able to assist please speak with either David Potter or Bob Kirk.
Divots and Plug-marks. 
Golfing Members are reminded that they are expected to take a sand-bucket and repair on-course divots (whether you are carrying your bag, or wheeling a buggy, or using a motorized cart).  
Caring for your course should include the simple practices of repairing both your divots, and plug-marks.   Grab a pitch-mark repairer from the Pro-Shop.  They aren’t dear, and you will be doing yourself, and many other golfers a great favour.
Current GGC Golfing Initiatives
Junior Golf Program:
Commenced Saturday 19th Feb, from NOON.
· Clinic & 6 Holes
· Tuition & Game: $6.


Open Golf Clinic – “Bugs’ Back to Basics”
· Every Friday 11am - 12pm.  
· Everyone Welcome – Just $10.
· Why not stay for lunch afterwards?
 
Twilight Golf - 9 Hole Comp
· Fridays from 3pm, Sundays from 12pm.
· Members $5, Social Players $10.
Medal Winners
February Ladies: Anne Ridley (Saturday),                     and Veronica Williams (Wednesday). 
February Gents:  Aaron Bill - Nett 67 (C/B)
Restaurant and Catering
In all probability, members are probably aware by now that our caterers, Ben and Khylie have voluntarily elected to terminate their contract with the club.   The Board has made some temporary arrangements with Melinda and Meedina in order to maintain services, and all function-bookings will be attended to.  Expressions of interest are presently being explored, and we hope to be able to make an announcement soon – as they say – “Watch this Space!” 
Sadly, Artie Carter passed away in late February.  Club Patron Ray Leeson is “rehab-ing” at Bourke Street following a fall, and a little bit of surgical  carpentry.        Get well soon, Ray. 
From the Scorer’s Hut
A few quick points to help you in terms of your scores, and scorecards:
· Check your handicap either before, or immediately after your game – the wrong handicap begets an automatic DSQ.
· Make sure your card is signed both by you, and your marker – same penalty as above.
· Check your scores carefully – the wrong score for a hole can also result in a DSQ. 
· You can check your handicap upstairs at the club, using the computer that is permanently connected to GOLFlink™ (someone can assist you), or you can use this link from home: http://www.golflink.com.au/HandicapHistory.aspx?golflink
Why not copy it in to your web-browser now, and Bookmark it?

· Do you have your sand-bucket and plug-mark-repairer on board? 

· Well, that’s about it for another month.  Please provide feedback about the FORE! It’s content, what you’d like to see more (or less) of, and so forth, to Bob Kirk.
    GENTS CALENDAR, MARCH 2011 
	Day
	Date
	Event

	THURS
	03 MAR
	Single Stableford

	SAT
	05 MAR
	Stroke – MARCH MEDAL

	THURS
	10 MAR
	Single Stableford

	SAT
	12 MAR
	Canadian Foursomes

	THURS
	17 MAR
	Single Stableford

	SAT 
	19MAR
	Single Stableford

	THURS
	24 MAR
	Single Stableford

	SAT 
	26 MAR
	Single Stableford + 4BBB

	THURS
	31 MAR
	Single Stableford + 4BBB



     LADIES’ CALENDAR, MARCH 2011 
	Day
	Date
	Event

	WED
	02 MAR
	Stableford

	SAT
	05 MAR
	Stroke – MARCH MEDAL

	WED
	09 MAR
	Stroke – MARCH MEDAL

	SAT
	12 MAR
	Stableford

	TUES
	15 MAR
	LADIES GBN vs. BOWRAL

	WED
	16 MAR 
	Irish Stableford

	SAT 
	19 MAR
	Stableford

	WED
	23 MAR
	Stableford

	SAT 
	26 MAR
	TWO-PERSON AMBROSE

	WED
	30 MAR
	Open Day - STROKE


Programs may be subject to                                                                                                                                      alteration from time to time.
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